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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMITTEE CHAIR

The Nokomis School Review Committee has worked diligently over therpaghsto acquaint
themselvesvith the school review process atadgather information from parents, students,
community members and stakeholdeusing this process

A number of different methods were used to gather the information included in this report. A
public meeting was heldn Novemberl7, 2010,in the school gymsurveys of parents of school
age children were conducteahda public savey was alsoarried out In addition, he

committee advertised for written submissiosgoke with government leaders, and other
communities in similar situations

These initiatives were takem an effort to get the best possible read on what thpl@@othe
community of Nokomis and affected surrounding areas felt about the quality of education at
Nokomis School, the value of the school and the prevailing thoughts of these people on the
possibility of closure of the school in Nokomis

The committeenvestigated future scho@nrolmens, qualityof educationeconomic
development and future growth indicators, effects of school closur@hercommunities, and
otherconditionsthat would impact the community.

The document that follows outlines thedings of the Nokomis School Review Committee.

Dale Knouse,
Chairman

Nokomis School Review Committee
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INTRODUCTION

The Horizon School Division Board of Education placed the Nokomis Scimol@rreview
on October 3th, 2010.

The Nokomis School Review Committee was formed with membership from the community,

local municipal governments, and the School Commu@awncil.

The Nokomis School Review Committee completed many different tasks in the finalization
of the report including, hasig a public meeting, condunog public andparentsurveys,
requesng letters of supportand entering intaliscussionsvith local stakeholders

government leaders and other communities in a similar situation

The goal of the review of the Nokomis School

support for the school in order to determine a final set of recommendations the
Committeewould bring forward to the Horizon SchooDivision Board regarding
the future operation oNokomis Schoal

Horizon School Division decided to prematurely endréveew of Nokomis School on
December 8, 2010 as there were certain notification requirethattsere not met.

TheNokomis School Review Committé&formed thecommunity. A discussion was held
among the Committee members and it was unanimalesliglecthat the Committee would
remain active in ordeo continue with the school review

The goalof continuing the review process for Nokomis School was to attempt to
conclusively shav the viability of the school, the high quality of education provided

at the school, and the impact closure would have on the students, parents and the
community. The Comittee also wanted to show justification fosuggested
changes to Board policy to accommodate the unique situation of Nokomis School
And finally to show thatEnrolments are on the rise, and with current potash
development, and projected development, in such close proximity to this
community, thatEnrolment numbers will continue to riseAnd ultimately, that this
report would help the board decide that the review pracsisould be halted, in liigt

of the information providedfor at least five years.

~
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS

100

B Strongly Agree
HAgree

= Neutral

B Disagree

B Strongly Disagree
ENo Answer

Public SurveyResults - 125 respondents

Question 1:
Question 2:

Question 3:

Question 4:

Question 5:

Question 6:

Questin 7:
Question 8:

Question 9:

PUBLIC SURVEY QUESTIONS
Nokomis School provides a high quality of education.

Nokomis School has beevell maintained.

| know of many young people who have graduated from Nokomis School and ha
successfully completed pesécondary education.

| feel that when children attend school outside of the community they lose a sens
community and familiarity with community members.

| feel that when a school closes and children go to school in another community
businesses suffer.

Nokomis School is necessary for the continued sustainability of our town.
| feel with Saskatchewan in an economic boom we should not be closing schools
Nokomis has the potential for economic development in the very near future.

I am in favour of the school remaining open in Nokomis.
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PUBLIC SURVEY COMMENTS

As a young family in Nokomis | think it is vital to keep the school open. | think attention needs to be drawn to
the longrun sustainability with the amount of young children there are right now in the community, it seems
like closing the sabol would be like shodrig oneself in the foot. In a few years when the children that are

here right now, not including any new ones that move to the community, are school age it would be a lot of
cost to send them elsewhere. Additionally, a lot of theng people and families in Nokomis are only just
starting their families As a parent and a teamt think the education and school environment that this school
offers cannot be beat and it would be a shame for the other two children | have thayetesciatol age to

have to miss out on that.

- Kalie Hendry

All three of our children attended Nokomis School for all theirqmteool to Grade 12. They are all working

in their trades which they had taken in Post Secondary. Our teachers and staff deserve a hyge thiaak

job well done. | truly believe th@&ducation should be the issue and not money, sports or socialization. These
children have all that they need; n@days they travel for hockey, dance etc. They all have a huge social
calendar as welgnd are irconstant communication with each oth@ur school is operational and provides
excellent quality of education. elveit in operation and let our community stay as it is.

- Kerry and Doug Sather

| am concerned that we are continually under review! What has changed in the last couple @kl@ars?
Jansen project is further along thauo years ago, so economic growth in the future is promising. We have 17
in play school another growth factor. We have more young people/couples choosing to stay, live and work
in Nokomis than we have in years.

I dond6t wunderstand t he r achoololathidjest pbligcal? Ikdow weaanetthie n g
only rural school under review in Saskatchewan. Maybe it is time for a change in our Education Act. Young
people are staying in Saskatchevaawd others are moving to our province. We are growing and it is time to
stop shutting down rural Saskatchewan.

I have hadour children go through this school and felt the level of education reteiss above average.
There were many extreurricular &tivities that they were involved in. Our teachers are very involved with
our kids. Please keep our school open!!

- Lois Mortenson

Senior Girls Volleyball played in conference playoffs NdUahd 6", (2010). Nokomis was asked to host

and our coachepliedwith having them ask some of the biggehools iftheywould host. The other schools
were asked and the response from them was that t
Of course, Nokomis School hosted the tournamentiast very successful due to the faculty and parent
volunteers. So if our school is so small, why then did we have such a successful event? Our school and
community come together when the need is there.

- Kim Hobman
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We strongly agree with all comments o tither side of this form. Also, there are many young families with
very young children not of school age yet and for our school to close would be a tragedy before they had a
chance to begin school. Itégtremelyimportant for Nokomis School to remadpeni for the continued

growth of our community as well as the growth of these young families.

- Lawrence and Linda Beeler

Kinda weirdéwhat goes around comes around. You n
Change is good.

- Unsigned

- Dowehaveany fispeci al needso kids who need parents

- What is the financial impact on families who have to drive their kids to volleyball, badminton etc. Can
some families afford it?

- Are there any single parents stressed for energy and time/finances?
- Emagencies are always a concern (weather/accidents)
- Closing our school is not an inconvenience; it is a major life changing concern!

- Just a thoughtéif they have already closed X am
where? Could it be used keep us open?

- Nancy Hards

There are quite a few young couples with small children (potential studentsder to attract more young
couples to the community, schooling MUST be available locally. Eg. Potash workers for the new mine at
Jansen.

- J.Harley
Nokomis School has given our children a GradEducation, and now our grandchildrelBxcellent.
- Jean and Jerry Langteigne

| feel that it may be reasonable to close the high school end of the school, but should definitely Beep K

open in townthere are lots of little kids coming of age for kindergarten and with BHP taking shape, taking our
school away is just another nail in the coffin for Nokomis community survival. Without a school people
moving to the area to work will be taking up resideirccommunities that provide schooling.

- Duane Langteigne

D U n




Apart from the considerations on the previous page, closing the Nokomis School has some geographical
implications. To bus Nokomis students to Strasbourg, Lanigan, Watrous or Raymore would eegeity
long and time consuming trip, very negative to the educational experience.

Not helping the Nokomi&nrolmentsituation is the handful of parents that chose to transport their kids to
school out of town.

Size of school has nothing to do with edticn quality; only teacher expertise. A prime example of this

~

would be ARichfarms School o and the scholastic an
i On e 1ir38 kids) grades 1 to 10!
- Elwood Smith
P.S. It would make for atanore transportation sense to bring Govan North to Nokomis, Drake South
students to Nokomis as well as Semans West students to Nokomis when you look at a Map.
| strongly feel students that have chosen to leave or parents that have removed theirfsiadentsschool
due to small grades does not reflect the quality

across to possibly people on the board.

- Unsigned

Why is Nokomis School the ONLY rural school under review in Saskatchewan?

- Unsigned

of



PARENT SURVEY RESULTB

Statement 23

Statement 22

Statement 21

Statement 20

Statement 19

Statement 18

Statement 17

Statement 16

Statement 15

Statement 14

Statement 13

Statement 12

Statement 11

Statement 10

Statement 9

Statement 8

Statement 7

Statement 6

Statement 5

Statement 4

Statement 3

Statement 2

Statement 1
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E Don't Know

B Strongly
Disagree

m Disagree
= Neutral
B Agree

B Strongly Agree

Parent Survey
Results
23 respondents

Sevencategories:

Academics 17
School resources ®

Life skills training
1011

Behaviour 1214

Extracurricular
activities 1518

Parent-school
communication
19-22

Future
Considerations 23




PARENT SURVEY STATEMENTS

ACADEMICS

Statement 1: The curriculum and instruction gives my child the necessary skills in reading, writing
and math.

Statement2: The curriculum is appropriate for my chi

Statement 3: Multi-grade classes in Nokomis School help my child learn to work and think more
independently.

Statement4: The size of c¢classes does not adversely a

Statement 5: My child is learning the skills and kwledge needed to successfully obtain post
secondary education if they choose.

Statement 6: | know many children who have graduated from Nokomis School and have successfully
gone on to post secondary training.

Statement7: My chil d6s homefoohisgradelsvelappr opri at

SCHOOL RESOURCES

Statement 8: My child has access to a variety of resources to help him/her learn.

Statement9: Our school 6s facilities are clean and we
LIFE SKILLS TRAINING

Statement 10: My child is being well prepareit continue his/her education.

Statement 11: Our school is preparing my child to deal with issues and problems he or she will face in
the future.

BEHAVIOUR

Statement 12: Students in our school show respect for each other.
Statement 13: Our school providestudens with a safe and orderly environment.

Statement 14: | find it a positive experience that my child is regularly able to interact with more than
one age group.




EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Statement 15: My child is now able to partake in extracuuidar activities such as dance or hockey after
school.

Statement16:1 am concerned that if my childbés school

up some extracurricular activities such as dance or hockey after school.

Statement 17: We have plety of time for family activities after school and in the evenings.

Statement18:1 am concerned that i f my childés school

family activities after school and in the evenings

PARENT-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION

Statemat 19: It is important to me that my child is able to come home from school during the day for
lunch or if they are ill.

Statement 20: Progress reports and parent teacher interviews provide good information about my
chil ddos progress.

Statement21:lhaveagood wunder standing of the school 6s

Statement 22: School/teacher newsletters are effective in keeping me informed

FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS

Statement 23: In the event of a school closure | would expect to have a say in which sahddlbe of
most benefit to my child and my family.

~
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PARENT SURVEY COMMEN'S

One of my children is having enough problems in sghibbk is sent elsewhere | know for a fact that he

will have greater difficulty. Hexin Nokomis the teachers are wargiwith my son and communicate

with me on his progress. If he is forced to leave | am afraid that he will quit school all together. Both of
my children will have greater problems and | am sure others will be the same way. | want my children to

finish sdhool where they are more comfortable. Please keep the school open for all here.
- Unsigned

With the growing concern of accidents on the news-aa@lays our family is not going to accept the bus

ride of any distance to any adjacent town. We strongly believe our children will NOT gain anymore
academics from any other school or a fAbettero |
the only thihg that is really of concern so it seems. Our children, if bussed out of\divh, be losing

family time and extracurricular time. Is that something, or should, lesstgtement HZSD is prepared to
accept as a motto for the Nokomis and surroundingsuents?

- Unsigned

This is an awesome school. The students here are so united, and very good and dlosteadthers,

and itds just a very comfortable environment fo
- Unsigned
The actions of our Schoolidsion, | believe, will result in negative influence on student behavior,

student participation in activities and ultimately on student performance and retention.

- Unsigned

A suggestion: | thinlk is a good idea to involve the students in any way theyhedp or put the input in
to help with the school reviewrocess. For exampléhe video that was made by school studemta

survey of studentoés opinions. I believe studen

- Unsigned

ev
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I have a granddaughter who moved titg and went to school there. She hated it because (1) everyone
had their own little groujphere in a smaller school everyone knows everyone else and they seem more
friendly and open to include a new epificratssports, t her
y ou c o u li HemeGeverygné getg a chance to play if they want to which is terrific because the
children are active and not sitting at home in front of a TV or video game; (3) not all kids like larger
schools,- in a smaller schoglou can get onen-one help if you require it. The teachers are very

obliging in this respect.

- Unsigned

| believe if the school closes, that a lot of families will leave Nokomis. | know | for one would be one of

those families.
- Unsigned

If the school wee to close, there is a big possibility that young families with young children will move to
where education is accessible and small businesses will die due to lack of support/consumers.

- Unsigned

Our son loves school. He loves this school. He loves thiagyabout this school. We do not want
outsiders to decide our sonb6és future, and upset

for us.
- Unsigned

It would be very bad for our community if our school closes. What would attract young &tmiber

area if there is no school here? I'tds very i mp
- Unsigned

We strongly believe that our child is getting everything she needs to succeed in her education. We also
believe that the family atmosphere of tha@ is a huge benefit as well. Karlee is comfortable and

really enjoys the interaction slgetswith the older kids.

- Geoff and Jen Bedard
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CONCLUSIONS- PUBLIC AND PARENT SWRVEYS

The survey results clearly indicate a continued support for the seboobbth concerned parents and
community members.

The 2010 surveys conducted by the Committee were identical to the surveys done during the 2008
review. The same surveys were conducted to better gauge if there were ang ichdnegsupport of
parents ad community members towards the school.

In 2008 the public survey had 90 respondents. In 2010 there were 107 surveys returned, 18 of which
carried two signatures, for a total of 125 respondents.

In 2008 the parent survey had 33 respondents. In 2010vikeee23 parent respondents. However in
2008 the survey was distributed to parents of school age children and parentsobiopleage children.
In 2010 the parent survey was only distributed to parents of school age children.
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LETTERS FROM THECOMMUNITY

Hendryds Western Service
Nokomis, Sk. SOG 3RO

To whom itmay concern:

There are many ways that the imposing review, and possible closure, of Nokomis School would negatively affect
our business as it would every other business in town.

We are not in favour of seeing our school close, as we firmly believéhtratis still a great future ahead for

Nokomis. Very few small towns our size have the number and variety of businesses that Nokomis does. With so
much to offer, we are still slowly attracting new people, which would definitely decline if there werkaw. sAs
population declines, of course all businesses would suffer.

The following are just some of the ways the closure

1. There is a good possibility that olbssesomeafitsvauabec ho o
employees, as they may possibly choose to live and work somewhere that their children would not have to
travel for their education.

2. It would be difficult, if not impossible, to attract new young qualified employees, whichasdaHip for
anybusiness in a rural area.

3. Employee morale would deteriorate if the staff were to lose the convenience and opportunity to leave work
for short periods of time as they do now, to watch their children in events or performaoge®eal
school, not to mention how it would affect the children themselves. If travel time were involved, this
woul dnét be possible.

4. Saleswould be lost as local school events such as volleyball tournaments etc. always bring new people to
town. They will often stojin to check out our vehicles, which can end up in a purchase.

I n ¢closing, we at Hendryds Western must reiterate t
end, the town itself. We would prefer that the school taxes we paystlydnd the children of Nokomis still have
the opportunity to receive the excellent education they are used to, right here in Nokomis.
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To whom it may concern:

As parents of three young children we are very thankful that there is a K-12 school in our town
that we call home. We feel that our school offers a high level of education which also includes
a lot of one on one time for all students. We believe that the triple grading provides more of a
positive aspect for our children as they are able to learn additional education from the teaching
of the higher grades. Our school and town offer a wide range of extracurricular activities for all
students to keep them busy throughout the year.

If something was ever to happen to our school our community would suffer, but most
importantly our kids would endure the greatest negative impact. For the amount of time they
would have to spend on a bus they would lack sleep which would in turn would affect their
learning abilities. For us we both work full time in the town of Nokomis so our kids would
suffer greatly as they would miss out on the extracurricular activities offered from the school
they are attending because neither one of us would be able to commute to the town they are
in.

If this review was ever a money issue we feel that would not be a viable reason. Asa small
town all organizations rely on fundraising, if the school ever needed anything we are confident
that the community members would step up to raise money and support them in any way they
can.

In closing, we strongly believe in our school and are confident with its education and all it has to
offer to our children. Why fix it if it is not broken!!!

Jake and Terra McNichol




January 11, 2011
Re: Melissa Styles
To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Bettina Welsh, Coordinator of Administration and Finance for Student Affairs at the
University of Regina and Education Core Studies (ECS) seminar leader. | am writing at the request of
Melissa Styles. She is currently a student at the University of Regina, Faculty of Education. Melissa has
explained that her former school in Nokomis, Saskatchewan has been scheduled for closure. She has
indicated that a letter of recommendation from the university staff will strengthen the support to keep
the Nokomis School open.

Melissa was a student in ECS 110, which challenges students to examine their own assumptions about
pedagogical, curricular, and cultural practices in relation to social identities and cultural differences and
to reflect upon their own complicity in imbalanced power relations in schooling contexts. Melissa
received a final grade of 75% for the course, which is indicative of an above average overall performance
including: a substantial knowledge of the subject matter; a good understanding of the relevant issues
and a good familiarity with the relevant literature; some capacity for original, creative, and/or logical
thinking; an above-average ability to organize to analyze and to examine the subject material in a critical
and constructive manner; and a good ability to express thoughts both in speech and in writing.

The instructors of Melissa’s ECS 110 wish to lend their support to Melissa’s efforts to push for
reconsideration of the school closure.

Respectfully,

Bettina Welsh, Bed

& B sl

Dr. Douglas Brown, Phl?\







